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crowned with success. Here was a great force
of 180,000 men that was to sweep on along the
Seine and the Marne and unite where the rivers
converged in the neighbourhood of the capital. At
the starting-points, between the Seine at Troyes
and the Marne at Chalons, there was a distance of
no less than forty-seven miles, so that effectual
co-operation became difficult; but arrangements
had been made for mutually rendering assistance
in case of need, and Wittgenstein's corps was to
be so posted as to maintain direct communication
between the two armies.

Almost simultaneously, Blucher gave too much
rein to his rashness, and Schwarzenberg, without
proper notification, changed the existing arrange-
ments so that the basis of all Bliicher's calculations
was removed. His left flank which should have
been covered by Wittgenstein was exposed in
consequence of the latter's being summoned by
headquarters to take part in an intended attack
on Troyes. Wittgenstein had left a detachment
under Seslawin to fill the gap caused by his own
withdrawal; but Schwarzenberg, by changing the
projected attack on Troyes into one of his favourite
flanking movements, had even widened the
distance between himself and Blucher and yet at
Alexander's suggestion had summoned Seslawin
to protect his extreme left wing.

Blucher, although his corps-commander Yorck
had for some days been in his vicinity, had not
yet effected a junction with him. Yorck, after